Planning Commission
CITY OF PUNTA GORDA, FLORIDA
NOVEMBER 26, 2018, 2:00 PM
COUNCIL CHAMBERS - 326 W. MARION AVENUE, PUNTA GORDA FL 33950
***AMENDED***
NOTE: Anyone wishing to address the Council on any agenda item may do so at the appropriate time during the
meeting. Those who choose to speak must state their name for the record. Each person will be allowed to speak once
on each subject up to a maximum of three minutes.
I.

CALL TO ORDER/ANNOUNCEMENTS
A.

Roll Call

B.

Next Scheduled Meeting

1.

December 18, 2018

II.

CITIZENS COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS ONLY

III.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A.

IV.

September 24, 2018

PUBLIC HEARINGS
A.

B.

ZA-09-18 An Ordinance of the City of Punta Gorda, Florida, Chapter 26, Article 8, Section 8.3,
Punta Gorda Code relating to exclusions from height limits; deleting provisions relating to a
waiver from height limitations; adding a new subsection 8.3(B), Punta Gorda Code relating to
height limitations for amateur radio antenna support structures and associated antenna; providing
for permits for amateur radio antenna support structures; providing for conflict and severability;
and providing an effective date.
ZA-10-18 An ordinance of the City of Punta Gorda, Florida, amending Chapter 26, Punta Gorda
Code, known as “The Land Development Regulations”, amending Article 10, “Parking and
Loading”, Section 10.3 “Parking Specifications”, by adding a new subsection (j), “Electric Vehicle
Parking Standards” to provide for optional electric vehicle parking and charging station
facilities; providing for conflict and severability; and providing an effective date.

V.

NEW BUSINESS

VI.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

VII.

STAFF COMMENTS
A.

***CRA Status Report Update - November

VIII. COMMITTEE/BOARD COMMENTS
IX.

CITIZENS' COMMENTS

X.

ADJOURNMENT

At meetings in which public hearings are reviewed, any member of the audience who wishes to speak will be
recognized and heard. All persons must be sworn in prior to offering testimony. Comments may be limited to
three minutes. The following motion format is recommended for use by an advisory board/committee in a
quasi-judicial proceeding: Based on the evidence and testimony presented at this Public Hearing for Item #
______, I find that this request (is/is not) consistent with the City of Punta Gorda Comprehensive Plan and
move that we recommend to the City Council (approval/approval with conditions/denial) of this request. If any
person decides to appeal any decision made by this Advisory Board/Committee with respect to any matter
considered at the meeting or hearing, he or she may need a record of the proceedings, and for such purpose he
or she may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record includes the
testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. In accordance with the Americans with
Disabilities Act and Florida Statute 286.26, the location of this public hearing is accessible to persons with
disabilities. If you are a person with disability who needs any accommodation in order to participate in this
proceeding, you are entitled, at no cost to you, to the provision of certain assistance. Interpreters for the
hearing impaired (TTY 941-575-5013) or non-English speaking citizens, and any other special accommodations
can be requested by contacting the Human Resources Manager/Non-Discrimination Coordinator whose
address is 326 W. Marion Avenue, Punta Gorda, FL 33950, whose telephone number is (941) 575-3308, and
whose email address is humres@pgorda.us; at least two (2) calendars days prior to the meeting.
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Approval of Minutes*
Title:

September 24, 2018

Funds:

N/A

Recommended Action:

For approval

Summary:

Meeting minutes

Department/Division:

Urban Design

EXHIBITS:
1.

September 24, 2018 Minutes

:

:

Charles Thomas, Chairman
Joseph Comeaux, Bradford Gamblin,
Harvey Goldberg, Susan Hill, Donna Peterman
Roger Peterson
Lisa Hannon, Zoning Official
Gary Skillicorn, Glenn Tuttle, David Boland,
Bob Fritz, Thomas Chance, Ron Farley,
Arlene Epting, Don Campos, David Schall

A.

Roll Call

B.

Next Scheduled Meeting

1.

October 22, 2018

-

Mr. Gary Skillicorn stated he had numerous questions and concerns regarding ZA-09-18,
contending the three minutes allotted for public comment was not sufficient.

-

Mr. Glenn Tuttle spoke at length on amateur radio antennae, requesting certain aspects
of the proposed ordinance be amended.

-

Mr. David Boland advocated against the proposed ordinance.

A.

August 27, 2018

-

Mr. Goldberg MOVED, Ms. Hill SECONDED approval of the August 27, 2018 minutes.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

-

Recording Secretary Welch swore in all participants.

A.

ZA-09-18 - An Ordinance of the City of Punta Gorda, Florida, Chapter 26, Article 8,
Section 8.3, Punta Gorda Code, relating to exclusions from height limits; deleting
provisions relating to a waiver from height limitations; adding a new Subsection 8.3(b),
Punta Gorda Code, relating to height limits for amateur radio antenna support structures
and associated antenna; providing for permits for amateur radio antenna support
structures; providing for conflict and severability; and providing an effective date.

-

Ms. Lisa Hannon, Zoning Official, reviewed the history of discussions surrounding
amateur radio antenna height issues, concluding staff recommended approval of the
proposed ordinance, as delineated in the agenda material, with an amendment to Section

8.3(b)(2)b to allow for amateur radio support structure setbacks of at least 7.5 feet from
the side property line and 20 feet from the rear property line.
-

Mr. Gamblin questioned if the proposed setbacks would require antennae to be attached
to houses.

-

Ms. Hannon replied many properties had cut-out areas between the house and pool deck
where equipment could be located.

-

Mr. Gamblin inquired if the proposed setbacks would be problematic for amateur radio
operators.

-

Ms. Hannon expressed uncertainty regarding same.

-

Mr. Thomas requested clarification of permitted setbacks.

-

Ms. Hannon replied 7.5 feet was standard for any structure; however, air conditioner,
trash container and pool equipment pads could encroach up to 4 feet provided there
were no active drainage easements.

-

Discussion ensued with regard to setbacks.

-

Mr. Comeaux confirmed the proposed ordinance had resulted from a complaint several
years ago.

-

Ms. Hill clarified the original complaint concerned the antenna’s height, questioning the
maximum height allowed.

-

Ms. Hannon replied 42 feet.

-

Mr. Peterson asked if there were existing antennae above the permitted height.

-

Ms. Hannon expressed uncertainty regarding same.

-

Ms. Peterman confirmed the proposed regulations would not be retroactive.

-

Ms. Hill asked if certain antennae must exceed the permitted height to operate.

-

Mr. Gamblin noted some audience members nodded affirmatively.

-

Mr. Bob Fritz spoke against the proposed setbacks, suggesting permits be required only
for antennae exceeding the permitted height.

-

Mr. Thomas Chance advocated against the proposed ordinance as same would require
him to cease a project which would improve communication between local hospitals, the
Emergency Operations Center and Charlotte County.

-

Mr. Ron Farley stated he did not support the proposed ordinance, commenting favorably
on a four-foot setback.

-

Ms. Arlene Epting asked why an ordinance had been drafted because of one complaint,
opining the City would incur liability as a result.

-

Mr. Boland explained he required a 60-foot antenna to assist in emergency
communications as part of the Military Auxiliary Radio System.
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-

Mr. Don Campos spoke against the proposed ordinance, suggesting antennae less than
a certain height be excluded from the ordinance.

-

Mr. Tuttle voiced opposition to the proposed ordinance, noting amateur radio operators
assisted many governmental agencies.

-

Mr. David Schall advocated against the proposed ordinance, asserting amateur radio
operations were essential to emergency communications and were governed by the FCC.

-

Mr. Thomas called three times for anyone to speak on ZA-09-18.

-

Mr. Goldberg MOVED, Ms. Peterman SECONDED to close the public hearing. MOTION
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

-

Discussion ensued with regard to the lack of need for revised regulations.

-

Mr. Goldberg inquired when ZA-09-18 would be presented to City Council.

-

Ms. Hannon replied October 17, 2018.

-

Mr. Thomas noted physical and financial considerations must be taken into account.

-

Ms. Peterman opined the proposed ordinance would penalize amateur radio operators.

-

Ms. Peterman MOVED, Ms. Hill SECONDED to find ZA-09-18 was not consistent with the
Comprehensive Plan and to recommend denial of the request based upon the evidence
and testimony presented. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

-

Mr. Tuttle questioned how an exception to the current height limitation could be
obtained.

-

Ms. Hannon responded new antennae were required to meet the 42-foot height
limitation, explaining the need for a waiver process could be presented to City Council.

-

Mr. Farley thanked members and offered his radio club’s assistance in drafting
ordinance.

-

Mr. Schall reported he counted two antenna towers in Burnt Store Isles and no more than
ten in Punta Gorda Isles, explaining amateur radio towers were not constructed close
together due to interference.

-

Mr. Goldberg advised citizens could contact their respective Councilmembers and attend
the City Council meeting on October 17, 2018.
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-

Meeting Adjourned: 3:06 p.m.

___________________________________
Charles Thomas, Chairman
_______________________________
Sara Welch, Recording Secretary
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Print

Public Hearings*
Title:

ZA-09-18 An Ordinance of the City of Punta Gorda, Florida,
Chapter 26, Article 8, Section 8.3, Punta Gorda Code relating to
exclusions from height limits; deleting provisions relating to a
waiver from height limitations; adding a new subsection 8.3(B),
Punta Gorda Code relating to height limitations for amateur radio
antenna support structures and associated antenna; providing for
permits for amateur radio antenna support structures; providing
for conflict and severability; and providing an effective date.

Funds:

N/A

Recommended Action:

Staff recommends approval of ZA-09-18.

Summary:

The antenna height issue has been raised with the City since at
least the year 2009. Following multiple legal opinions and
research, City Staff has drafted an appropriate Ordinance which
spells out specific changes to Chapter 26, Punta Gorda Code in
order to provide relief to current onerous/outdated regulations.

Department/Division:

Urban Design

EXHIBITS:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Proof of Publication
Planning Commission staff report
Proposed Ordinance
12/2/15 City Council Excerpt
3/2/16 City Council Excerpt
9/24/18 Planning Commission Excerpt
10/17/18 City Council Excerpt

ZONING AMENDMENT
STAFF REPORT
TO: City of Punta Gorda Planning Commission
FROM: Lisa Hannon, Zoning Official
PUBLIC HEARING DATE: November 26
26, 2018
RE:

Z-09-18 – Radio Antenna Height

Title:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PUNTA GORDA,
FLORIDA, AMENDING CHAPTER 26, ARTICLE 8, SECTION
8.3, PUNTA GORDA CODE, RELATING TO EXCLUSIONS
FROM
HEIGHT
LIMITS;
DELETING
PROVISIONS
RELATING TO A WAIVER FROM HEIGHT LIMITATIONS;
ADDING
NG A NEW SUBSECTION RELATING TO HEIGHT
LIMITS FOR AMATEUR RADIO ANTENNA SUPPORT
STRUCTURES AND ASSOCIATED ANTENNA; PROVIDING
FOR PERMITS FOR AMATEUR RADIO ANTENNA SUPPORT
STRUCTURES; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT AND
SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
Summary:
Considerations:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Side yard setbacks
Rear yard setbacks (seawall)
Public health, safety, welfare
Permitting

Staff Recommendations - based on the aforementioned approval criteria findings & conclusions:
This ordinance has been amended at the direction of City Council and is
resubmitted for your review and consideration of approval.

Z – Planning Commission
Page 1 of 1

CITY OF PUNTA GORDA
ORDINANCE NO. ___________________

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PUNTA GORDA, FLORIDA,
AMENDING CHAPTER 26, ARTICLE 8, SECTION 8.3, PUNTA
GORDA CODE, RELATING TO EXCLUSIONS FROM HEIGHT
LIMITS; DELETING PROVISIONS RELATING TO A WAIVER
FROM HEIGHT LIMITATIONS; ADDING A NEW SUBSECTION
RELATING TO HEIGHT LIMITS FOR AMATEUR RADIO
ANTENNA SUPPORT
STRUCTURES AND ASSOCIATED
ANTENNA; PROVIDING FOR PERMITS FOR AMATEUR RADIO
ANTENNA SUPPORT STRUCTURES; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT
AND SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, Title 47, Part 97, Code of Federal Regulations regulates amateur radio
communications service, otherwise referred to as “HAM Radio”, including the requirement for an
amateur station license from the Federal Communications Commission (“FCC”) and regulations
governing the operation amateur radio communication stations; and
WHEREAS, Section 97.15(b), Code of Federal Regulations provides regulations concerning the
height of HAM Radio station antenna structures, providing in pertinent part, “a station antenna structure
may be erected at heights and dimensions sufficient to accommodate amateur service communications.
(State and local regulation of a station antenna structure must not preclude amateur service
communications. Rather, it must reasonably accommodate such communications and must constitute the
minimum practical regulation to accomplish the state or local authority’s legitimate purpose”; and
WHEREAS, the FCC has issued a Memorandum Opinion and Order, known as “FCC Order
PRB-1”, appearing at 101 FCC 2d 952; 50 Fed. Reg. 38813-38816 (1985), interpreting the provisions of
Section 97.15(b), Code of Federal Regulations; and
WHEREAS, FCC Order PRB-1 describes a limited federal preemption over local regulation of
HAM Radio station operations, including local land use regulations which unduly restrict effective
amateur radio communications beyond the minimal practical regulation appropriate to accomplish the
local government’s legitimate purposes; and
WHEREAS, Chapter 26, Article 8, Section 8.3, Punta Gorda Code presently contains land use
regulations which potentially affect the height of HAM Radio station antenna structures in a manner that
may be inconsistent with FCC Order PRB-1; and
WHEREAS, it is necessary to amend Chapter 26, Article 8, Section 8.3, Punta Gorda Code to
allow for HAM Radio station antenna structures of sufficient height to reasonably accommodate
amateur radio communication services; and
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Punta Gorda, Florida does hereby find that the local
regulations imposed by this Ordinance are the minimum necessary and practical to protect the aesthetic,
health, safety, and welfare of the residents and visitors of the City of Punta Gorda; and

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Punta Gorda, Florida does hereby find that the local
regulations imposed by this Ordinance reasonably accommodate amateur radio communication services;
minimize the impact upon the right of individuals to engage in amateur radio communication services;
and constitute the least intrusive means available to the City of Punta Gorda to mitigate potential adverse
impacts on the safety and welfare of the residents and visitors of the City of Punta Gorda, and the quality
and aesthetics of this community; and
WHEREAS, pursuant to the provisions of Section 163.3194(2), Florida Statutes, the Planning
Commission serving as the Local Planning Agency for the City of Punta Gorda, Florida, has reviewed
the regulations proposed herein and has found said regulations to be consistent with the adopted
Comprehensive Plan of the City of Punta Gorda;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
PUNTA GORDA, FLORIDA, THAT:
I.
Chapter 26, Article 8, Section 8.3, Punta Gorda Code is hereby amended as follows: [additions
are underlined, deletions are struck through]:
Section 8.3.
(a)

Exclusions from Height Limits

The height of habitable buildings and components is controlled by the building type and height
limitations listed in Articles 3 and 5. These limitations do not apply to spires, belfries, cupolas,
antennas, water tanks, fire towers, ventilators, chimneys, or to other appurtenances usually
located above the roof line and not intended for human occupancy, provided such structures do
not exceed the height limitations by 20 percent. These limitations do not apply to airport control
towers, provided that the heights of these structures shall not exceed height limitations prescribed
by the Federal Aviation Agency or airport zoning regulations within the flight approach zone of
airports. These limitations shall also not apply to radio antenna, including associated support
structures, utilized by Federal Communications Commission (FCC) licensed amateur radio
operators or an operator licensed by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security, U.S.
Department of Defense, U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary, or FCC to assist in national security or
emergency communications. The City Council may grant a waiver to these limitations where the
applicant can demonstrate to the satisfaction of the City Council that the proposed structure will
not unreasonably restrict the free flow of light, sunlight and air to neighboring properties nor
otherwise be detrimental to the public health, safety and welfare.

II.
It is the declared intent of the City Council that, if any section, subsection, sentence,
clause, phrase or provision of this ordinance is held invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent
jurisdiction, such invalidity or unconstitutionality shall not be so construed as to render invalid or
unconstitutional the remaining provisions of this ordinance.
III.
Any ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are repealed to the extent of
such conflict.
IV.

This ordinance shall become effective immediately upon adoption.

ADOPTED in regular session of the City Council of the City of Punta Gorda, Florida, this
________ day of __________________________, 2018.

__________________________________
NANCY PRAFKE, Mayor

ATTEST:

_____________________________
KAREN SMITH, City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

_____________________________
DAVID M. LEVIN, City Attorney

EXCERPT – EXCERPT – EXCERPT
CITY OF PUNTA GORDA, FLORIDA
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2015 9:00 A.M.
COUNCILMEMBERS PRESENT:

Cavanaugh, Devine, Keesling, Prafke, Wein

CITY EMPLOYEES PRESENT:

Dave Drury, Finance; Rick Keeney, Public Works; Tom
Jackson, Utilities; Phil Wickstrom, Human Resources;
David Hilston, Urban Design; Tom Lewis, Police; Ray
Briggs, Fire; City Attorney Levin; City Manager Kunik;
City Clerk Smith

Mayor Keesling called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.
NEW BUSINESS
Discuss Process to Consider Requests for Ham Radio Antennas Which Exceed
Height Limitations.
Ms. Teri Tubbs, Zoning Official, explained City Code Chapter 26, Section 8.3, contained
a provision which allowed exclusions from the height limitations in any zoning district,
including antennas.

She stated staff occasionally received requests for ham radio

antennas, advising the maximum height was 20% above the allowed 35 feet, which
equated to 42 feet. She noted operators were requested to lower antennas when not in
use, if possible, reporting staff received a complaint related to an antenna being
extended at all times.

She pointed out City Code provided an option to obtain a

waiver; however, there was no established process, application or fee for same, adding
as a quasi-judicial matter, it must be advertised, which created a cost. She stated staff
was seeking direction from City Council regarding establishing such a process,
concluding staff could then contact the operator regarding the violation and advise him
of the waiver option.
Mayor Keesling inquired if the entire waiver process was necessary in order to notify
the operator of the violation.
City Attorney Levin responded staff received numerous requests for deviations from
the standards in the Zoning Code, noting same required a variance, which by nature
contained restrictive provisions.

He stated some jurisdictions provided a waiver

process for activities having less impact than those requiring a variance; however, it
was necessary to establish criteria to avoid granting waivers on an arbitrary and
capricious basis, suggesting the Zoning Code could be revised to include appropriate
types of activities along with established criteria appropriate to the circumstances
which would authorize Council to grant a waiver as opposed to requiring a variance.
He stated input could be sought from the Planning Commission or City Council could

allow the Zoning Official to grant certain waivers; however, it might be appropriate to
begin the new process with a Council review. He stated a public hearing would be
required in order to allow citizens and neighbors to comment, adding Council could
then craft the appropriate conditions which would be made part of the waiver for
enforcement purposes.
Councilmember Devine agreed with the concept of a waiver process; however, waivers
should not be granted for ham radios as 42 feet was sufficient.
Councilmember Cavanaugh requested a list of items which might qualify for a waiver.
City Attorney Levin advised the City’s ability to regulate that which was regulated by
the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) was limited, noting his memorandum
dated December 28, 2009, regarding this issue was still valid. He stated if Council
wanted to adopt a waiver procedure for ham radio antennas, staff could research what
the FCC allowed as well as permissible regulations for ham radios.
Mayor Keesling inquired if the City verified ham operators had an FCC license.
Ms. Tubbs responded there were several ham radio operators in the area; however,
staff received few complaints as most towers were removed when not in use.
Councilmember Wein agreed there was no reason to allow an antenna height beyond
what was currently permitted in the Code.
Councilmember Prafke stated she was amenable to the concept of waivers, voicing
concern regarding visual clutter if there were numerous antennas. She concluded she
was amenable to retractable antennas.
Councilmember Devine inquired if the current City Code was FCC approved.
City Attorney Levin replied with uncertainty.
Mayor Keesling drew members’ attention to the photograph included in the agenda
materials, inquiring how the antenna would be retracted.
Ms. Tubbs replied with uncertainty.
Mayor Keesling inquired if staff had contacted the property owner.
Ms. Tubbs replied in the negative, reiterating there was no established process for a
waiver if the operator opted to apply after being informed of the violation. She stated
if the option for a waiver were to be eliminated, the Code must be amended before a
citation could be issued.
City Attorney Levin stated the City had the ability to issue a citation as the operator
was in violation of Section 8.3 for exceeding the height limitation without a waiver;
however, the process for the waiver was missing.
Mayor Keesling inquired if the City Attorney could update his memorandum to include
options for moving forward.

Councilmember Wein reiterated ham radio operators provided a valuable service in
times of crisis, adding he did not wish to inhibit these hobbyists.
Mayor Keesling clarified this particular situation needed to be addressed.
City Attorney Levin agreed to update the memorandum.

CITIZENS COMMENTS
Mr. Gary Skillicorn stated he was a ham radio operator, adding there was case law
related to antenna height. He asserted interference was caused by equipment, such as
intercoms, which did not meet FCC standards.

He stated ham operators were

encouraged to work cooperatively with their neighbors, and there were few problems,
suggesting the City maintain a positive attitude toward the ham operators as they
provided a valuable service.

EXCERPT

EXCERPT

EXCERPT

CITY OF PUNTA GORDA, FLORIDA
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 2, 2016 9:00 A.M.

COUNCILMEMBERS PRESENT:

Cavanaugh, Devine, Keesling, Prafke, Wein

CITY EMPLOYEES PRESENT:

Dave Drury, Finance; Rick Keeney, Public Works; Tom
Jackson, Utilities; Phil Wickstrom, Human Resources;
David Hilston, Urban Design; Tom Lewis, Police; Ray
Briggs, Fire; City Attorney Levin; City Manager Kunik;
City Clerk Smith

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Discussion regarding adoption of a special process for the granting of height
waivers for amateur radio towers and antennas.
Ms. Tubbs drew members’ attention to the City Attorney’s legal opinion regarding
maximum height for Amateur Radio towers/antenna dated February 5, 2016, stating
staff was seeking direction from City Council on establishing a waiver process for
antenna height.
City Attorney Levin stated staff would draft the necessary language according to FCC
regulations and court decisions, noting City Council would have the right to deny a
waiver if the application was unreasonable. He stated adopting a special process for
granting a waiver would assist in avoiding challenges that the City had made an
arbitrary determination.
Mayor Keesling inquired whether it would be necessary to separate the language
related to antennas if the waiver process was established
Ms. Tubbs responded the ordinance addressed height limitations of buildings and
components, noting the limitations did not apply to spires, belfries, cupolas, antennas,
water tanks, fire towers, ventilators, chimneys or other appurtenances typically located
above the roof line and not intended for human occupancy, provided such structures
did not exceed the height limitation by 20%.
City Attorney Levin stated the ordinance did not specify amateur radio operators,
adding staff could separate out different tests for different types of use.
Mayor Keesling stated the proposed language indicated City Council “may” grant a
waiver to the limitations, inquiring if same should be clarified.
City Attorney Levin voiced uncertainty whether it was necessary to make a
comprehensive change to address all of those different issues at this time.

Ms. Tubbs advised amateur radio antennas were typically in a residential zoning
district, and the maximum height permitted was 35 feet; thus, 20% capped the height
at 42 feet. She stated radio operators were permitted to erect a tower which exceeded
the height limitation provided it could be retracted.
City Attorney Levin stated architectural components could be put in one category with
the limitation being 20% of the height, adding other components which required a
higher antenna by their use could be put in the waiver category with specific criteria.
Consensus was to do so.
Mayor Keesling clarified the waiver process was only for antennas, adding the other
items were left to the 20%. She confirmed staff would obtain input from the amateur
radio operators.

:

:

Charles Thomas, Chairman
Joseph Comeaux, Bradford Gamblin,
Harvey Goldberg, Susan Hill, Donna Peterman
Roger Peterson
Lisa Hannon, Zoning Official
Gary Skillicorn, Glenn Tuttle, David Boland,
Bob Fritz, Thomas Chance, Ron Farley,
Arlene Epting, Don Campos, David Schall

-

Recording Secretary Welch swore in all participants.

A.

ZA-09-18 - An Ordinance of the City of Punta Gorda, Florida, Chapter 26, Article 8,
Section 8.3, Punta Gorda Code, relating to exclusions from height limits; deleting
provisions relating to a waiver from height limitations; adding a new Subsection 8.3(b),
Punta Gorda Code, relating to height limits for amateur radio antenna support structures
and associated antenna; providing for permits for amateur radio antenna support
structures; providing for conflict and severability; and providing an effective date.

-

Ms. Lisa Hannon, Zoning Official, reviewed the history of discussions surrounding
amateur radio antenna height issues, concluding staff recommended approval of the
proposed ordinance, as delineated in the agenda material, with an amendment to Section
8.3(b)(2)b to allow for amateur radio support structure setbacks of at least 7.5 feet from
the side property line and 20 feet from the rear property line.

-

Mr. Gamblin questioned if the proposed setbacks would require antennae to be attached
to houses.

-

Ms. Hannon replied many properties had cut-out areas between the house and pool deck
where equipment could be located.

-

Mr. Gamblin inquired if the proposed setbacks would be problematic for amateur radio
operators.

-

Ms. Hannon expressed uncertainty regarding same.

-

Mr. Thomas requested clarification of permitted setbacks.

-

Ms. Hannon replied 7.5 feet was standard for any structure; however, air conditioner,
trash container and pool equipment pads could encroach up to 4 feet provided there
were no active drainage easements.

-

Discussion ensued with regard to setbacks.

-

Mr. Comeaux confirmed the proposed ordinance had resulted from a complaint several
years ago.

-

Ms. Hill clarified the original complaint concerned the antenna’s height, questioning the
maximum height allowed.

-

Ms. Hannon replied 42 feet.

-

Mr. Peterson asked if there were existing antennae above the permitted height.

-

Ms. Hannon expressed uncertainty regarding same.

-

Ms. Peterman confirmed the proposed regulations would not be retroactive.

-

Ms. Hill asked if certain antennae must exceed the permitted height to operate.

-

Mr. Gamblin noted some audience members nodded affirmatively.

-

Mr. Bob Fritz spoke against the proposed setbacks, suggesting permits be required only
for antennae exceeding the permitted height.

-

Mr. Thomas Chance advocated against the proposed ordinance as same would require
him to cease a project which would improve communication between local hospitals, the
Emergency Operations Center and Charlotte County.

-

Mr. Ron Farley stated he did not support the proposed ordinance, commenting favorably
on a four-foot setback.

-

Ms. Arlene Epting asked why an ordinance had been drafted because of one complaint,
opining the City would incur liability as a result.

-

Mr. Boland explained he required a 60-foot antenna to assist in emergency
communications as part of the Military Auxiliary Radio System.

-

Mr. Don Campos spoke against the proposed ordinance, suggesting antennae less than
a certain height be excluded from the ordinance.

-

Mr. Tuttle voiced opposition to the proposed ordinance, noting amateur radio operators
assisted many governmental agencies.

-

Mr. David Schall advocated against the proposed ordinance, asserting amateur radio
operations were essential to emergency communications and were governed by the FCC.

-

Mr. Thomas called three times for anyone to speak on ZA-09-18.

-

Mr. Goldberg MOVED, Ms. Peterman SECONDED to close the public hearing. MOTION
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

-

Discussion ensued with regard to the lack of need for revised regulations.

-

Mr. Goldberg inquired when ZA-09-18 would be presented to City Council.

-

Ms. Hannon replied October 17, 2018.

-

Mr. Thomas noted physical and financial considerations must be taken into account.

-

Ms. Peterman opined the proposed ordinance would penalize amateur radio operators.

-2-

-

Ms. Peterman MOVED, Ms. Hill SECONDED to find ZA-09-18 was not consistent with the
Comprehensive Plan and to recommend denial of the request based upon the evidence
and testimony presented. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.
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1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

Cummings, Keesling, Matthews, Prafke, Wein
Kristin Simeone, Finance; Rick Keeney, Public Works; Tom
Jackson, Utilities; Phil Wickstrom, Human Resources; Joan
LeBeau, Urban Design; Pamela Davis, Police; Ray Briggs,
Fire; City Attorney Levin; City Manager Kunik; City Clerk
Smith

19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

City Attorney Levin read the ordinance by title.

27

Ms. Lisa Hannon, Zoning Official, stated the matter of antenna heights had been a

28

topic of much discussion dating back to 2009. She read the staff report, as delineated

29

in the agenda material, into the record and recommended approval of the ordinance

30

with the following amendment to Section 8.3(b)(2)(b):

31

Radio Support Structure shall be set back at least seven and one half feet (7.5’) from

32

the side property line and twenty feet (20’) from the rear property line.” She concluded

33

the Planning Commission unanimously recommended denial of ZA-09-18.

34

City Attorney Levin commented on the Federal Communication Commission’s (FCC)

35

limitations on the City’s authority to impose restrictions through the adoption of local

36

land use regulations, pointing out a height of seventy feet was consistent with the

37

national organizations and maximums allowed in municipalities across the country. He

38

confirmed existing antennas would be grandfathered.

39

“Every antenna and Amateur

stated she understood there were very few antennas

40

existing in the Special Residential Overlay (SRO) zoning districts.

She confirmed no

41

complaints had been filed with the City over the past several years.

42

Discussion ensued regarding the service provided by HAM radio operators.

43

Mr. David Bowen stated based on his experience in this field, a 7.5 foot setback was

44

insufficient.

45

Mr. Glen Tuttle voiced agreement with Mr. Bowen.

46

Mr. Ron Farley stated his antenna was a lightweight home built model; therefore, he

47

was not able to comply with the required specifications and testing.

48

Mr. Brad Gamblin opined an ordinance was unnecessary.

49

Mr. David Schall voiced objection to the ordinance.

50

Mr. Steve Soley opined the ordinance was discriminatory, requesting City Council deny

51

adoption of same.
called three times for anyone to speak on ZA-09-18.

52
53

Councilmember

Prafke

54

Councilmember Matthews.

to

close

the

public

hearing,

by

55
56

City Attorney Levin noted the need for this ordinance was due to a void in the

57

regulations and an unspecified waiver process.

58

action, antenna heights would be restricted to a maximum of 42 feet.

59

Discussion ensued with consensus to send the ordinance back to the Planning

60

Commission for reconsideration with the proposed changes.

He pointed out if Council took no

61

opined the proposed regulations were cumbersome,

62

recommending operators simply be required to register with the City and advise staff

63

of the height of their antenna.

64

Councilmember Wein

65

Councilmember Prafke.

to deny ZA-09-18 on first reading,

by

66
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Public Hearings*
Title:

ZA-10-18 An ordinance of the City of Punta Gorda, Florida,
amending Chapter 26, Punta Gorda Code, known as “The Land
Development Regulations”, amending Article 10, “Parking and
Loading”, Section 10.3 “Parking Specifications”, by adding a
new subsection (j), “Electric Vehicle Parking Standards” to
provide for optional electric vehicle parking and charging station
facilities; providing for conflict and severability; and providing an
effective date.

Funds:

N/A

Recommended Action:

Urban Design staff recommends approval of the zoning
amendment ZA-10-18.

Summary:

The Punta Gorda Code does not currently contain provisions for
off-street parking facilities for electric vehicles. With the upsurge
of electric vehicles in the community, staff is looking to provide
private developers the option to voluntarily install these facilities
as needed and also to provide design guidelines for such
facilities.

Department/Division:

Urban Design

EXHIBITS:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Proof of Publication

6.

City Council Meeting Minutes

Planning Commission staff report
Ordinance
Planning Commission memo
8/27/18 Planning Commission Excerpt

ZONING AMENDMENT
STAFF REPORT
TO: Punta Gorda Planning Commission
FROM: Lisa Hannon, Zoning Official
PUBLIC HEARING DATE: November 26
26, 2018
RE:

ZA-10-18

Title:
ZA-10-18 An ordinance of the City of Punta Gorda,, Florida, amending Chapter 26,
Punta Gorda Code, known as “The Land Development Regulations”, amending
Article 10, “Parking and Loading”, Section 10.3 “Parking Specifications”, by
adding a new subsection (j), “Electr
“Electric Vehicle Parking Standards” to provide for
optional electric vehicle parking and charging station facilities; providing for
conflict and severability; and providing an effective date.
Summary:
The Punta Gorda Code does not currently contain provisions fo
for off-street
street parking
facilities for electric vehicles. With the upsurge of electric vehicles in the
community, staff is looking to provide private developers the option to voluntarily
install these facilities as needed and also to provide design guidelines for such
facilities.
Staff Recommendations:
Urban Design Division recommends approval of the zoning amendment ZA-10-18.

Z – Planning Commission Staff Report
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CITY OF PUNTA GORDA
ORDINANCE NO. ___________________

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PUNTA GORDA, FLORIDA,
AMENDING CHAPTER 26, PUNTA GORDA CODE, KNOWN AS “THE
LAND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS”, AMENDING ARTICLE 10,
“PARKING
AND
LOADING”,
SECTION
10.3
“PARKING
SPECIFICATIONS”, BY ADDING A NEW SUBSECTION (j),
“ELECTRIC VEHICLE PARKING STANDARDS” TO PROVIDE FOR
OPTIONAL ELECTRIC VEHICLE PARKING AND CHARGING
STATION FACILITIES; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT AND
SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the Punta Gorda Code, does not currently contain provisions for off-street parking
facility provisions for electric vehicles; and
WHEREAS, according to the U.S. Department of Energy, electric vehicles produce lower
tailpipe emissions than conventional vehicles thereby reducing air pollution and greenhouse gases; and
WHEREAS, new standards relating to electric vehicle parking and electric vehicle parking space
design for commercial and multi-family uses will support electric vehicle use; and
WHEREAS, an amendment to Chapter 26, Article 10, is required to incorporate new standards
relating to electric vehicle parking and electric vehicle parking space design for commercial and multifamily uses; and
WHEREAS, pursuant to the provisions of Section 163.3194(2), Florida Statutes, the Planning
Commission serving as the Local Planning Agency for the City of Punta Gorda, Florida, has reviewed
the regulations proposed herein and has found said regulations to be consistent with the adopted
Comprehensive Plan of the City of Punta Gorda;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
PUNTA GORDA, FLORIDA, THAT:
I.
Chapter 26, Article 10, Punta Gorda Code is hereby amended by the addition of a new
Section 10.14, to read as follows: [additions are underlined, deletions are struck through]
Section 10.14. Electric Vehicle Parking
(j)

Definitions. The following definitions shall apply in this section.
“Electric vehicle” shall mean any motor vehicle registered to operate on public roadways that
operates either partially or exclusively on electric energy. Electric vehicles include:
1. Battery-powered electric vehicles;
2. Plug-in hybrid electric vehicles;

3. Electric motorcycles; and
4. Fuel cell vehicles.
“Electric vehicle charging level” shall mean the standardized indicator of electrical force, or
voltage, at which the battery of an electric vehicle is recharged, as follows:
1. AC Level 1 transfers 120 volts (1.4-1.0kW) of electricity to an electric vehicle battery.
2. AC Level 2 transfers 240 volts (up to 19.2kW) of electricity to an electric vehicle battery.
3. DC Fast Charging Levels 1 and 2 transfer a high voltage (typically 400-500 volts or 32100kW, depending on the electrical current) of direct current electricity to an electric
vehicle battery.
“Electric vehicle parking space” shall mean an off-street parking space that is equipped with an
electric vehicle charging station.
“Electric vehicle charging station” shall mean battery charging equipment that has as its
primary purpose the transfer of electric energy (by conductive or inductive means) to a battery or
other energy storage device in an electric vehicle.
(k)

Electric vehicle Parking. If specifically designed and identified with appropriate markings and/or
signage as outlined in this Section, a maximum of twenty (20) percent of the parking spaces
required may be electric vehicle parking and shall meet the following design standards, in
addition to all other design standards set forth in this section.
1. Electric vehicle parking spaces shall be painted green, or shall be marked by green painted
lines and curbs and/or wheel-stops.
2. Each electric vehicle parking space shall be marked by a sign designating the parking space as
an electric vehicle parking space, in accordance with the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control
Devices (MUTCD) of the Federal Highway Administration.
3. Each electric vehicle charging station shall be subject to the architectural provisions of Article
7, Section 7.4(a)(7).
4. Each electric vehicle charging station shall be equipped with a sign that includes the following
information:
(i)Voltage and amperage levels;
(ii)Any applicable usage fees;
(iii)Safety information; and
(iv)Contact information for the owner of the charging station, to allow a consumer to
report issues relating to the charging station.
4. Electric vehicle charging stations shall contain a retraction device, coiled cord, or a fixture to
hang cords and connectors above the ground surface.
5. Electric vehicle charging stations shall be screened from view from any abutting rights-ofway, with the exception of alleys.
6. Electric vehicle charging stations shall be maintained in good condition, appearance and

repair.
II.
It is the declared intent of the City Council that, if any section, subsection, sentence,
clause, phrase or provision of this ordinance is held invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent

jurisdiction, such invalidity or unconstitutionality shall not be so construed as to render invalid or
unconstitutional the remaining provisions of this ordinance.
III.
Any ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are repealed to the extent of
such conflict.
IV.

This Ordinance shall become effective immediately upon adoption.

ADOPTED in regular session of the City Council of the City of Punta Gorda, Florida, this
________ day of __________________________, 2018.

__________________________________
NANCY PRAFKE, Mayor

ATTEST:
_____________________________
KAREN SMITH, City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM:
_____________________________
DAVID M. LEVIN, City Attorney

City of Punta Gorda, Florida
Urban Design
TO:
FROM:
DATE:
RE:

The Punta Gorda Planning Commission
Lisa Hannon, Zoning Official
July 19, 2018
Vehicle Charging Stations

There are a plethora of Tesla vehicles in Punta Gorda as well as some other electric vehicles (Nickel Ride), so it makes
some sense to permit vehicle charging stations to occur in parking lots for all uses. However, staff finds that the provisions
for these facilities should be market driven, not mandated by the government.
While the current Land Development Regulations do not contain any regulations/design guidelines for Vehicle Charging
Stations, private developers, within the bounds of development industry best practices, are permitted to vary the City
parking requirements on a site by site level thru the standard development review process. The result is to ensure that
parking requirements mandated by government on the private property do not hinder the development
potential/profitability of the land.
Is this something that should be required of new commercial and multi-family development or just outline design
guidelines?
Boca Raton recently adopted an ordinance requiring Electric Vehicle parking spaces and vehicle charging stations.
15) Electric vehicle parking. Electric vehicle parking spaces and electric vehicle charging stations required pursuant to
Section 28- 1655 shall meet the following design standards, in addition to all other design standards set forth in this
article:
a) Electric vehicle parking spaces shall be painted green, or shall be marked by green painted lines or curbs.
b) Each electric vehicle parking space shall be marked by a sign designating the parking space as an electric
vehicle parking space, in accordance with the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) of the Federal
Highway Administration.
c) Each electric vehicle charging station shall be equipped with a sign that includes the following information:
i) Voltage and amperage levels:
ii) Any applicable usage fees:
iii) Safety information: and
iv) Contact information for the owner of the charging station, to allow a consumer to report issues relating
to the charging station.
d) Electric vehicle charging stations shall contain a retraction device, coiled cord, or a fixture to hang cords and
connectors above the ground surface.
e) Electric vehicle charging stations shall be screened from abutting right of way, with the exception of alleys.
f) Electric vehicle charging stations shall be maintained in good condition, appearance, and repair.
City of Miami Beach – Ordinance 2016-3988 (excerpt)
(b) Except in single-family residential districts, wherever off-street parking is required pursuant to the land development
regulations, a minimum of two percent (2%) of the required offstreet parking spaces, with a minimum of one ( 1) parking
space, shall contain electric vehicle parking spaces, in accordance with the following standards:
1) In commercial zoning districts, where 20 or more off-street parking spaces are required by the land
development regulations, all electric vehicle parking spaces shall be reserved for the exclusive use of electric
vehicles.
2) In commercial and residential multifamily zoning districts, electric vehicle parking spaces shall, at a minimum,
be equipped with an electric vehicle charging station rated at electric vehicle charging level 2.
3) For residential uses, electric vehicle charging stations shall be limited to the use of building residents and their
invited guests.
(c)Any residential multifamily or hotel development with 20 or more units shall install and provide access to electrical
power supply rated at 240 volts or greater, in all off-street parking facilities, to allow for the installation of additional electric
vehicle parking spaces in the future for the exclusive use of residents, guests, invitees, and employees.

City of Punta Gorda, Florida
Urban Design
Sec. 130-72. - Electric vehicle parking space standards.
Electric vehicle parking spaces and charging stations required pursuant to section 130- 39 shall meet the following design
standards, in addition to all other design standards set forth in this article:
1) Electric vehicle parking spaces shall be painted green, or shall be marked by green painted lines or curbs.
2) Each electric vehicle parking space shall be marked by a sign designating the parking space as an electric vehicle
parking space, in accordance with the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) of the Federal Highway
Administration.
3) Each electric vehicle charging station shall be equipped with a sign that includes the following information: (i) voltage
and amperage levels, (ii) any applicable usage fees, (iii) safety information, and (iv) contact information for the owner of
the charging station, to allow a consumer to report issues relating to the charging station.
4) Electric vehicle charging stations shall contain a retraction device, coiled cord, or a fixture to hang cords and
connectors above the ground surface.
5) Electric vehicle charging stations shall be screened from view from the right of way, with the exception of alleys.
6) Electric vehicle charging stations shall be maintained in good condition, appearance, and repair.
ARTICLE V. - FEE IN LIEU OF PARKING PROGRAM
Sec. 130- 132. - Fee calculation.
a) New construction. The fee in lieu of providing parking for new construction shall be satisfied by a one-time
payment at the time of issuance of a building permit of $40,000.00 per parking space. In addition to the fee in lieu
of parking, a fee in lieu of electric vehicle parking of $8,000 shall apply to each required electric vehicle parking
space not provided. The amount of such fee may be changed in accordance with subsection (d) of this section.
b) Annual evaluation. The amount determined to be the city's total average cost for land acquisition and construction
of one parking space, and the purchase and installation of an electric vehicle parking station, shall be evaluated
yearly each May by the planning director based upon the Consumer Price Index (CPI). If determined appropriate,
the city commission may amend the fee structure in this section by resolution.
Examples below:

City of Punta Gorda, Florida
Urban Design

:

Charles Thomas, Chairman
Bradford Gamblin, Harvey Goldberg,
Donna Peterman, Roger Peterson

:

Joseph Comeaux, Massey Loughman

:

Lisa Hannon, Zoning Official
Bob Fritz, Geri Waksler, Kurt Pentelecuc, Brian Evjen

A.

Roll Call

B.

Next Scheduled Meeting

1.

September 24, 2018

-

Mr. Bob Fritz questioned if other watercraft would be prohibited from storage on docks.

-

Mr. Thomas responded staff would clarify same during the public hearing.

A.

May 29, 2018

-

Mr. Goldberg MOVED, Mr. Gamblin SECONDED approval of the May 29, 2018 minutes.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

-

Recording Secretary Welch swore in all participants.

A.

ZA-06-18 - An Ordinance of the City of Punta Gorda, Florida, amending Punta Gorda Code
Chapter 26, “Land Development Regulations”, Article 3, “Regulating Districts”, Section
3.13 “Special Residential Overlay District”, Subsection (l), “Storage of Vehicles and
Watercraft”, to clarify provisions for the storage of small watercraft on racks on a dock;
renumbering accordingly; providing for conflict and severability; and providing an
effective date.

-

Ms. Lisa Hannon, Zoning Official, announced the proposed ordinance had previously
been reviewed by the Land Development Regulations (LDR) Review Committee, the
Planning Commission and City Council, explaining City Council requested City Code be
amended to allow the storage of small watercraft on racks on docks within certain
limitations; however, small watercraft could still be stored directly on docks.

-

Mr. Fritz confirmed the proposed ordinance would allow a small dinghy to be stored on
a small rack on a dock or directly on a dock.

-

Ms. Hannon clarified storage racks had previously been prohibited.

-

Mr. Thomas clarified the specific watercraft listed in the ordinance served only as
examples and were not exclusive. He then called three times for anyone to speak on ZA06-18.

-

Mr. Goldberg MOVED, Ms. Peterman SECONDED to close the public hearing. MOTION
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

-

Mr. Goldberg MOVED, Ms. Peterman SECONDED to find ZA-06-18 consistent with the
Comprehensive Plan and to recommend approval of the request based on the evidence
and testimony presented. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

B.

ZA-08-18 - An Ordinance of the City Council of the City of Punta Gorda, Florida, providing
requirements for the location and permitting of medical marijuana treatment center
dispensing facilities located within the municipal boundaries of Punta Gorda consistent
with Chapter 381, Florida Statutes by amending Punta Gorda Code Chapter 26, “Land
Development Regulations”, Article 3, “Regulating Districts”; amending Section 3.8, “NC,
Neighborhood Center District”, Subsection (a), “Permitted Principle Uses and Structures”
by adding a new Subparagraph (18), relating to pharmacies, and a new Subparagraph
(19), relating to medical marijuana treatment center dispensing facilities; amending
Section 3.9, “CC, City Center District”, Subsection (a)(1)(a), “Permitted Principle Uses and
Structures”, by adding medical marijuana treatment center dispensing facilities;
amending Section 3.10, “HC, Highway Commercial District”, Subsection (a)(1)(a),
“Permitted Principle Uses and Structures” by adding medical marijuana treatment center
dispensing facilities; amending Section 3.17, “MO, Medical Overlay District”, Subsection
(a), “Permitted Principle Uses and Structures”, by adding a new Subparagraph (17),
relating to pharmacies, and a new Subparagraph (18), relating to medical marijuana
treatment center dispensing facilities; providing for conflict and severability; and
providing an effective date.

-

Ms. Hannon reviewed the history of the proposed ordinance and the repealed
moratorium on dispensaries, both delineated in the agenda materials, noting State
Statute required medical marijuana dispensaries to be allowed wherever pharmacies
were permitted. She explained prior to permitting dispensaries, the LDRs required an
amendment to identify the Neighborhood Center, City Center, Highway Commercial and
Medical Overlay Districts as allowed zoning districts.

-

Mr. Thomas called three times for anyone to speak on ZA-08-18.

-

Ms. Peterman MOVED, Mr. Gamblin SECONDED to close the public hearing. MOTION
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.
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-

Mr. Goldberg noted dispensaries would be allowed throughout a large portion of the
City, inquiring as to the process to establish a dispensary.

-

Ms. Hannon replied the State licensed same prior to the proprietor obtaining a Local
Business Tax Receipt from the City Clerk’s Office.

-

Mr. Goldberg asked if any applications had been submitted to date.

-

Ms. Hannon voiced uncertainty regarding same.

-

Ms. Peterman MOVED, Mr. Gamblin SECONDED to find ZA-08-18 consistent with the
Comprehensive Plan and to recommend approval of the request based on the evidence
and testimony presented. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

A.

PD-02-18 - An Ordinance of the City of Punta Gorda, Florida, amending the conceptual
site plan previously adopted with Ordinance No. 1801-14, adding a new site specific plan
for the westerly ½ of Lot 15, 4.52 +/- acres, generally described as 24420 Airport Road,
Punta Gorda, Florida, and more particularly described in Exhibit “A” attached hereto,
providing for certain modifications to the regulations applicable to the development;
providing for conflict and severability; and providing an effective date.

-

Ms. Hannon entered the staff report, as delineated in the agenda material, into the record
by reference, explaining the proposed Ordinance would allow the following deviations
from the LDRs: a maximum of 56 affordable housing units not specifically limited to
senior affordable housing, ingress and egress driveways with less than 20 feet of
separation, multi-family residential buildings of 25,000 feet, 4 3-story buildings at a
maximum height of 50 feet above Base Flood Elevation. She concluded staff and the
Development Review Committee recommended approval.

-

Ms. Geri Waksler, applicant’s attorney, announced this request would allow affordable
housing for the general community, explaining the affordable senior housing
development on the adjacent parcel had caused the Punta Gorda Housing Authority
(PGHA) to alter their plans for the site. She reviewed the request’s conformity to the
Comprehensive

Plan,

as

delineated

in

the

agenda

material,

requesting

a

recommendation of approval.
-

Mr. Thomas requested clarification of “affordable housing.”

-

Ms. Waksler responded four units would be set aside for use by Section 8 voucher holders
with the remainder being income restricted.

-

Mr. Thomas clarified the property’s location in relation to Emerald Lakes, asking if any
residents of the latter had contacted the City.

-

Ms. Hannon replied in the negative, noting she received an inquiry regarding the location
of the project.
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-

Mr. Goldberg commented favorably on this project, confirming PD-02-18 would be
presented to City Council on September 5, 2018. He then questioned the project’s time
frame.

-

Mr. Brian Evjen, Norstar Development, replied same was subject to financing, explaining
application would be made for low income housing tax credits once the project was
approved.

-

Mr. Thomas called three times for anyone else to speak on PD-02-18.

-

Mr. Goldberg MOVED, Ms. Peterman SECONDED to close the public hearing. MOTION
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

-

Mr. Gamblin MOVED, Mr. Peterson SECONDED to find PD-02-18 consistent with the
Comprehensive Plan and to recommend approval of the request based on the evidence
and testimony presented. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

A.

Electric Vehicle Charging Stations

-

Ms. Hannon announced electric vehicles in the City had brought about conversation
regarding the establishment of charging stations in parking lots, clarifying the City
would not install same. She requested direction regarding design guidelines, asserting
charging stations would be market-driven instead of City-mandated.

-

Mr. Thomas suggested staff investigate other communities’ regulations.

-

Ms. Hannon replied the communities she researched had required businesses to install
or pay a fee in lieu of charging stations.

-

Mr. Goldberg noted Boca Raton had established certain specifications which could be
taken into consideration.

-

Ms. Peterman inquired as to how communities addressed the high demand for charging
stations, suggesting same be considered.

-

Mr. Goldberg replied multiple stations could be built.

-

Ms. Hannon advised a time limit could be implemented.

-

Mr. Goldberg stated a Florida Power and Light (FPL) representative indicated charging
stations should be market-driven, noting FPL would entertain partnerships with
manufacturers.

-

Mr. Gamblin voiced approval of taking a proactive approach to this issue.

B.

Storm Shutter Regulations

-

Ms. Hannon announced Charlotte County recently established regulations regarding the
timeframe for storm shutter installation and removal, noting the LDR Review Committee
was opposed to pursuing regulations regarding same.

-

Mr. Goldberg requested clarification of Charlotte County’s regulations.
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-

Ms. Hannon responded removal of shutters was required within 30 days of the hurricane
season’s end.

-

Mr. Gamblin stated regulations would be difficult to implement due to the seasonal
nature of much of Punta Gorda’s population.

-

Mr. Peterson questioned if Charlotte County regulations addressed installation.

-

Ms. Hannon replied shutters could not be installed prior to hurricane season.

-

Consensus was not to pursue storm shutter regulations.

A.

Interchange Commercial Zoning District

-

Ms. Hannon announced City Council directed staff to develop a new zoning designation
for properties within The Loop and interstate activity areas, reviewing a preliminary draft
of the proposed ordinance, as delineated in the agenda material.

-

Mr. Thomas confirmed the Interchange Commercial (IC) zoning district could apply to
the west side of US 41 as well.

-

Discussion ensued with regard to the timing of establishment of an IC district as it
related to the Master Plan timeframe.

-

Mr. Thomas asked if the proposed regulations could be applied to the Highway
Commercial zoning district.

-

Ms. Hannon responded regulations would not be mandated.

-

Mr. David Hilston, Chief Planner, recalled a similar situation when the LDRs were adopted
in 2005.

-

Consensus was to continue the process to adopt an IC zoning classification.

-

Meeting Adjourned: 2:40 p.m.

___________________________________
Charles Thomas, Chairman

_______________________________
Sara Welch, Recording Secretary
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***EXCERPT***EXCERPT***EXCERPT***
CITY OF PUNTA GORDA, FLORIDA
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2018, 9:00 A.M.

COUNCILMEMBERS PRESENT:

Cummings, Keesling, Matthews, Prafke, Wein

CITY EMPLOYEES PRESENT:

Kristin Simeone, Finance; Rick Keeney, Public Works; Tom
Jackson, Utilities; Phil Wickstrom, Human Resources; Joan
LeBeau, Urban Design; Pamela Davis, Police; Ray Briggs,
Fire; City Attorney Levin; City Manager Kunik; City Clerk
Smith

Discussion of Design Standards for Electric Vehicle Charging Stations.
Ms. Hannon announced staff was seeking direction from Council regarding design
guidelines for electric vehicle charging stations which might be established by
developers.
Councilmembers Matthews and Prafke advised several citizens had spoken in favor
of establishment of these types of stations.
Councilmember Wein clarified the intent was not for the City to establish charging
stations but rather only to have design regulations in place if a private entity opted to
do so.
City Attorney Levin noted Council’s agenda material contained photographs of various
charging stations, pointing out signage limiting parking at the station to electric
vehicles only as well as a four hour limit. He asked how Council wished to handle
enforcement of such limitations.
Discussion ensued with consensus it would be the property owner’s decision.
City Manager Kunik stated staff would develop some guidelines.
The meeting was adjourned at 11:23 a.m.

________________________________
Mayor
_________________________________
City Clerk

PLANNING COMMISSION
CITY OF PUNTA GORDA
11/26/2018
Print

Staff Comments*
Title:

***CRA Status Report Update - November

Funds:

N/A

Recommended Action:

No action required - Info only

Summary:

CRA status report for November

Department/Division:

Urban Design

EXHIBITS:
1.

CRA Status Report - November

Current Projects
CRA Status Report

Project: Agripreneur Fresh Market & Garden
Budget: $40,000
Funding Source: General
Fund
Description: Design, construction of a garden/fresh market area as an economic project in East Punta Gorda
Activity

2017
Jan

2018
Feb

Mar

Apr

May

Jun

Jul

Aug

Sep

Oct

Nov

Dec

Jan

Feb

Mar

Apr

May

Jun

Jul

Aug

Sep

Oct

Nov

Dec

Construction

Updated: November 2018
STATUS:
 Staff has been negotiating an Interlocal Agreement with Charlotte County for use of property located at 512-514 E. Grace Street for several months. ILA has
been re-submitted to County however the Trabue Woods Initiative has approached Staff regarding City owned lots in East Punta Gorda and has requested
use of the vacant lot located at 317 E. Virginia Avenue for the garden/fresh market. The garden will be an economic project; once established the community
will re-visit development of a community garden at alternate location.
 Request for use of 317 E. Virginia Avenue will be presented to City Council on 05/04/2016. Council approved use of the E Virginia property for the
garden/fresh market. Mayor Keesling and City Staff met with Dorothy Browning of Goodwill Industries to discuss how Goodwill programs may be of service
for those participating in the garden/fresh market economic venture. Dorothy Browing suggested a good model for this project would be Pine Manor Garden
in Ft. Myers; a tour has been scheduled for June 14th for Mayor, City Staff and the garden/fresh market participants. Staff & Mayor Keesling visited Pine
Manor Gardens, very rewarding and educational experience.
 Survey and Environmental Assessment have both been ordered. Environmental is complete and has been submitted to HUD for approval. Design is being
finalized and the Trabue Woods Initiative and Staff will be meeting in November to review contracts and business plan. Contracts were submitted to legal
and to Trabue-Woods United Initiative for review; anticipating scheduling for Council review on January 18, 2017. Plans have been finalized; construction
checklist has been sent to Engineering for signature and anticipate bid package to be submitted to Procurement on or before January 31, 2017. Project has
been sent to Procurement for bidding process.
 Bid opening was Wednesday, March 29th - 3 bidders, Procurement is currently qualifying the lowest most responsive bidder. Discussion to take place at
5/3/17 City Council meeting regarding moving forward with constructing the garden with CDBG funds or "General Funds" to eliminate the Federal
requirements.
 Council decision to move forward with the project using general funds. Procument working on bid package; anticipate to begin construction in August 2017.
Lowest bid for came in at $82,000, all bids were rejected.
 Staff is working on a plan to phase the project and utilize individual resources to complete the project.
 Staff has completed the clearing of the property and fill dirt has been added. Next step(s) is to complete the concrete pad, order, & install the garden shed.
In addition, staff is preparing the material list for the construction of the planter boxes.
 Concrete slab for shed has been installed; shed has been ordered (3-4 week delivery timeframe). The purchase order for the shed has been issued and is
pending installation. Currently the site is too wet for work to be performed on site.
 Staff met with representatives of the Agripreneur garden and volunteers to plan for the building of the planter boxes. The group discussed materials needed,
number of volunteers and the logistics of the building the beds on site. The group is tentatively set to build the boxes on Friday, November 17th and
Saturday, November 18th.
 Volunteers and several members of TEAM PG worked to complete the planter boxes. A fun day was had by all as everyone worked together to build the
boxes in record time. The site was prepped by and the boxes placed by City ROW staff. ROW Staff continues to assist in prepping the site for the installation

of the irrigation by Public Works staff as well as the concrete pads and bricking by a contractor.
 Site work scheduled in the coming weeks includes installation of concrete curbing and walkways around the raised planter beds designed for ADA access,
the box culvert and paver sidewalks.
 Site work continues, front entrances and on-street parking is in progress.
 Work is continuing. Once the large oak tree is removed, the planter boxes will be placed and pavers will be paver area will be installed. Project is on
schedule for completion before the fall planting season.
 Brick pavers have been ordered. Remaining items to be completed include the installation of pavers, construction of column, fencing & gate, final site
cleanup, grading & sod.
 Fence installation is set to be completed no later than 5/4/18. Brick delivery & installation of pavers are estimated to occur in mid-May.
 Project remains on track to be completed by June 8, weather and staff permitting. Staff is working with Trabue-Woods United Association Inc., President to
coordinate with Simply Fresh Produce, Inc. to schedule meeting(s) to discuss and plan for the fall planting season.
 Drainage work is being completed by contractor and staff will be meeting with the Simply Fresh representatives to discuss remaining items and garden
opening.
 Representative of the garden met with staff and the soil contractor regarding the next load of soil which is tentatively to be delivered in 2-3 weeks.
Implementation of the Start-Up Funds began with the purchasing some of the garden equipment. More purchases to follow. The pathway down the center of
the garden was completed. Next steps are weeding of the area and the laying of mulch.
 Keys have been given to the Garden Representatives. Mulching of the Garden continues. Once completed soil delivery will be scheduled for the open
planter. Public Works Engineering will review the site for any drainage issues and correct if necessary.
 The construction of the project is wrapping up, only minor punch list items remain (removal of gravel from parking spaces & additional garden mix soil to be
added to the open garden space). Simply Fresh Garden Representatives continue to make progress on insurance and other documentation needed to open
the garden. Purchasing of equipment continues.
 Weed removal and mulching is pending completion by the garden representatives.

Project: Harborwalk West Master Plan

Budget: TBD

Funding Source: ISS, Sales Tax, Grant

Description: Harborwalk Project, design and construction from PG Waterfront Hotel to Fisherman's Village
Activity
Area 2a / 2b
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Design
Utility Upgrade
Bid/Award
Permit
Construction

Updated: November 2018
STATUS:
 Engineer is working on conceptual design; staff to meet with Engineer in January for review and comment. Survey completed; preliminary design concept
presented to CRA 3/3/10. Weiler Engineering hosted a community meeting on 3/31/10 to discuss the preliminary plans and the conceptual plans for the
future of the existing Bay Front Center, Boat Club and Sailing Center. The meeting provided an opportunity for the public to view the conceptual plans, ask
questions and provide feedback.
 Weiler Engineering presented 30% plans to CRA on 5/5/10. Engineer and staff met with Boat Club representatives on 5/26/10. 60% plans presented to City
Council on 7/7/10; DRC reviewed on 7/23/10, comments have been forwarded to Engineer. Engineer has submitted SWFWMD and ACOE response
packages for review; 90% plans have been received and reviewed by City Council on October 6th. Received final document for SWFWMD release of ERP;
anticipate SWFWMD forwarded to ACOE for their final review and permit issue.
 100% plan update given to City Council on 12/15/10. Construction Plans for small boat launch and seawall replacement approved by DRC. Specifications
provided to Procurement 5/19/11; draft bid returned to growth management 5/23/11 for final review before issuance. Due to funding this project will be
constructed in "Zones".
 At City Council direction the first two (2) zones to be constructed will be the Small Boat Launch and Zone 7, from the PG Waterfront Hotel to the existing
gazebo. Staff has prepared a Scope of Services for plan revision for FDOT submittal.
 Notice to Proceed was given to Weiler Engineering on 9/20/13 with 60% deliverables due 10/14/13 for staff review. Staff is reviewing the 60% plans;
comments and plans will be forwarded to FDOT on November 12 for their review (30 day process). FDOT has requested additional information from the
Design Engineers; anticipate FDOT 60% comments to be returned to City by mid-to-late January. 60% comments received from FDOT; meeting scheduled
with Design Engineers to review is scheduled for 1/30/2014.
 Staff continues to negotiate 60% review comments with FDOT. City Council directed staff to move forward with modification of the construction plans. Staff
is currently in communication with MPO/FDOT regarding the procedure for amendment to construction limits and awaiting response. Amended construction
limits - Gilchrist Park at Harvey St. to Gill St. have been approved; paperwork has been submitted to Procurement for contract/agreement with Weiler to
begin revised construction plans to FDOT/LAP PPM standards. Procurement has submitted scope of work to Weiler Engineering for review and update of
final timeline; formal agreement awarded by City Council 11/5/14. Staff met with Engineer to discuss FDOT redesign and concerns regarding the 60% plans.
All issues were addressed and Engineer to proceed with 90% plans.
 Staff requesting Council consideration to move forward with required ADA improvements as well as the non-federally funded Harborwalk improvements from
the Bayfront Center and west end of Retta Esplanade prior to federal grant funds becoming available in 2016 for area between Harvey and Gill. Council has

approved moving forward w/ ADA improvements to fishing pier and construction of seawall from approximately Gilchrist Street to Dolly Street.
 Council has requested reduction of seawall cap from 5' to 2'. There is a possibility FDOT may require railing along seawall cap. This requirement may affect
the final width decision. Seawall construction was awarded to Marine Contracting Group; Pre-construction meeting was held on 06/25/2015 - anticipate preconstruction start end of June/first of July with approximate completion of 180-210 days); during seawall construction the parts of the pathway along the
water will be closed; Kiddieland will be impacted for a few days when the fencing is relocated. Construction signage will be posted notifying public of
construction dates and any areas of the park that will be "off-limits" to public use.
 SEAWALL: Demolition of existing seawall, excavation has begun. And installation of new seawall has begun. SEAWALL AREA 2: Additional storm damage
to project created need for an additional extension for completion - sod fields remain wet; tentative schedule for grading & sod placement is 2-3 weeks. Walk
through scheduled for Tuesday, 04/05/2016, for final punch list development in preparation for final closeout. Seawall project has been completed and
closed out. HARBORWALK WEST AREA 1: Final Construction Checklist has been completed and submitted to FDOT. Seawall project is complete.
 HARBORWALK WEST AREA 1: 100% plans have been submitted to FDOT for final review; proprietary items have been approved; and environmental have
been completed. Harborwalk West Seawall Replacement continues with approximately 240 foot of cap constructed and 910 foot of sea wall panel placed.
Additional 80 foot of cap forms is to be ready for concrete placement on Monday 10/04/2015. Contractor continues cap formwork to connect seawall panels.
Approximately 560 foot of cap has been constructed with approximately 1265' of seawall placed. Hauling of debris and backfill continues. To date
approximately 954' of cap has been constructed. Seawall construction is nearly complete.
 Final grading and sod placement continues. Due to storm damage incurred weekend of January 15th, final completion has been moved forward to February
19th. Continue to work with FDOT to upload final documents into FDOT LAPIT program in order to secure funding. Notice to Proceed was received from
FDOT on 08/08/2016.
 Pre-bid meeting held on 08/25/16. Bids opened 09/29/2016 and under staff review. All bids were deemed unbalanced and at the direction of FDOT the
project has been re-bid. The current bid opening is scheduled for November 15 at 3 p.m. Construction contract awarded to A2 Group, Inc. by City Council
on 12/7/16.
 Pre-construction meeting scheduled for 1/3/17 with work to begin 1/10/17. Project from western side of Punta Gorda Waterfront Hotel sidewalk connection,
Harvey Street to Gill Street demolition with concrete and tree removal is well underway. The park has officially closed and will remain closed through
December 2017. Fencing and silt fence installation is completed with continuing maintenance. Pedestrians are requested to seek alternate routes and
respect the contractors work zone for their safety.
 Drainage pipe has been delivered; existing storm drain system has been demolished; grade work continues. Staff will be addressing City Council on March
1, 2017 to discuss utility conflicts and request the closing of Retta Esplanade.
 The subcontractor continues placement of electrical conduit. Change order 2 is pending revision for the Gill St. Redesign. The Change Order 3 request to
modify work items has been rejected. Sea wall panels are anticipated delivery by mid-April. The contractor is to update and resubmit his work schedule.
Diagonal parking and intersection work at Harvey & Gill Street., Sidewalk along Retta has begun, and demolition of existing seawall has been completed.
Installation of new seawall and cap continues. Concrete curb and crosswalk installation are underway. Shell base is prepped in the diagonal parking areas.
Deco light poles and bases have arrived. Material testing is on-going per the FDOT approved plan.
 Pavilion construction is underway. Concrete curb crosswalk installation continues and brick paver placement is taking place in the diagonal parking spaces
along W. Retta Esplanade. Deco light poles and bases are on site with base installation and electrical continuing. A change order was processed for the road
closure extending the date to August 31, 2017, due to unforeseen field conditions to complete drainage improvements, intersection treatments and ADA
sidewalk connections between Harvey and Gill Street.
 The park will continue to remain closed through December 2017. Concrete curb, crosswalk, sidewalk, paver installation, grade work, deco light installation,
electrical, seat wall construction continues. The seating wall cap has been ordered. 9 Royal Palm trees have been installed along the angle parking along
Retta Esplanade. Construction continues with concrete curb, crosswalk, sidewalk, paver, grade, deco light, electrical, seating wall, and concrete work.
 FPL replaced the overhead power line at the corner of W. Retta Esplanade and Harvey St.

 The contractor continues with the Harborwalk concrete placement, brick pavers, electrical, and grade work. The seat wall caps and some of the pavilion
site furniture has been received. Pending installation. A drainage design revision change order is pending for the Durrance St. approach to W. Retta
Esplanade. Grading, sod and brick paver placement continue. FPL is scheduling the reset of the electrical meters. The compass rose staining and
engraving is complete.
 Seating wall cap placement, stucco and painting also continue. Pending is resolution of the Durrance St. and W. Retta Esplanade design change order. Retta
Esplanade Ave. road closure remains in effect.
 Construction completion documents and change order documents were sent to the contractor to officially open the park for turn over to the City. Pay
Application and necessary documentation to close out the project to meet FDOT criteria will continue.
 City forces will complete the Durrance St. intersection at W. Retta Esplanade once the drainage structures are received; anticipated completion is midFebruary.
 Compaction density testing is complete. Formwork for the ribbon curb, ADA crosswalk and sidewalk has commenced. A date for concrete placement is
pending.
 Durrance St. intersection at W. Retta Esplanade is complete. Staff met with Engineer 2/26/18 to review timeline and deliverables for Areas 2a & 2b; site plan
due April 2018.
 City staff walked Gilchrist Park between the Bayfront Center and Ponce de Leon statute with the design Engineer to discuss and review the preliminary
conceptual design for this area of the park. Parking configuration options will be presented to City Council in May for discussion and direction on the
engineering design phase of this project
 Conceptual plans and estimated project cost to be presented at 5/2/18 City Council meeting. Option selection were: 1. Rehabilitate the existing basketball
court into two recreational sized courts 2. Provide one access to the Ponce de Leon Statue from the front of the statue area (park side) 3. Eliminate lighting
for the existing tennis and Pickleball court areas 4. Retain the Gill Street parking lot 5. Eliminate the McGregor Street parking lot.
 City staff continues to work with the consulting engineer and landscape architect to ensure delivery of the 90% plans to City staff on or before July 5, 2018.
The 90% plans will be reviewed by all City Departments with comments to be incorporated into the 100% plans and final construction documents. Final
construction documents are anticipated in Fall of 2018.
 90% plans have been delivered and reviewed by City staff.
 Consulting Engineer is currently incorporating and addressing all of the comments.
 Design remains on schedule; it is anticipated that the Consulting Engineer will deliver 100% construction plans early October.
 100% construction plans have been received from the Consulting Engineer. Staff is currently preparing the scope of work/bid package for the
construction and CEI services. The parking lots and W. Retta Esplanade streetscape improvements will be bid out in January 2019 with
anticipated construction beginning in April 2019 with completion in winter 2020. The actual park work will be completed in two different phases.
The first phase will be the construction of the Harborwalk running along the seawall from the Ponce de Leon statue to Bayfront Center. Once that
phase is complete and opened to the public, the second phase which will include parking lots, lighting, walkways, landscaping and streetscape
improvements will begin. In November/December 2018, the Utilities Department will undertake water/wastewater line improvements within the W.
Retta Esplanade right-of-way between Berry and Gill Streets. Utilities will provide a more detailed schedule for specific road and/or parking lot
access closures as planning proceeds for implementation of this vital project which must be completed prior to any work on the second phase of
the park construction.

Project: Harborwalk West – Playground Restrooms

Budget: $465,000

Funding Source: Sales Tax

Description: Design and construction of new restrooms in Gilchrist Park
Activity
(Playground)
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Updated: November 2018
STATUS:
Status:
 Received a Letter of Map Revision (LOMR) Determination Document from FEMA revising the playground restroom area from a VE to AE Zone. Pending the
180 day comment period, the revision will become effective 2/14/18 Due to the change in the flood zone from a VE velocity flood zone to an AV flood zone,
the existing plans need to be modified. The consulting engineer is currently working on modifications to alter the foundation and other non-visible structural
elements resulting in an anticipated reduction in construction costs.
 Consulting engineer has completed 90% plans, 100% plans are anticipated mid-February.
 Final design plans approved by City. Staff preparing bid package. Construction estimated to be begin June/July 2018.
 Bid Opening is set for May 2, 2018.
 Bid to be awarded at the June 6, 2018 City Council Meeting
 Notice to Proceed has been issued to the Contractor & Pre-Construction meeting was held on June 26, 2018
 Slab formwork and utility line placement have been completed. Beginning the week of Monday, August 20, through Friday, August 24, 2018 (weather and
equipment operations permitting) the Gilchrist Park Playground will be closed to install underground utilities along the playground parking lot drive.
 The sanitary and water line connections under W. Retta Esplanade Ave. between McGregor and Chasteen Streets are complete and the roadway was
resurfaced.
 Concrete block passed inspection and cells were filled; roof installation continues; storm and sewer pipe work has resumed.
 Roof, electrical, plumbing, drywall and louvre installation continues. The interior doors have been received with installation pending. The site
contractor continues grading and formwork placing concrete sidewalk.

Project: Harborwalk West – Area 1 Restrooms

Budget: TBD

Funding Source: Sales Tax

Description: Design and construction of new restrooms in Gilchrist Park
Activity
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Design
Bid/Award
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Construction

STATUS:
 Our consulting engineer is working on the LOMR (Letter of Map Revision) for the restrooms by the new Gilchrist pavilions. As an interim measure, staff is
looking into types of temporary restroom facilities that might be placed in the park until more permanent restrooms can be constructed.
 A temporary restroom trailer is in place off Gill St. parking area. City staff hooked up water, sewer and electric. Restrooms to be closed after dusk with
exception of Tuesday and Thursday to accommodate music attendees
 Received a Letter of Map Revision (LOMR) Determination Document from FEMA revising the pavilion restroom area from a VE to AE Zone. Pending the 180
day comment period, the revision will become effective 6/29/18.
 City has developed the design scope; procurement and design firm are negotiating price; package will be brought before Council for approval.
 Notice to proceed was issued to the consulting engineer on 4/19/18, within 60 days the 90% plans will be completed for staff review & comment.
 Design engineer is currently working on 90% plans for delivery by 6/19/18. Final roof and siding design will be based on City Council decisions regarding
roof and siding options selected for the Playground Restroom on 6/6/18.
 90% plans have been delivered to the City and are currently being reviewed by City staff.
 100% plans are complete, pending signed sealed documents from the consultant engineer; staff is currently working on preparing the bid documents with an
anticipated let date late September or early October.
 The consultant engineer has delivered the final construction documents. Bid package is currently being prepared by Procurement.
 Project remains on schedule. It is anticipated that the bid package will be let the first week of October.
 This project is anticipated to be in construction by January/February 2019. Initially combining this project with the Area II improvements was
considered; however, construction timing and disruption to park activities would be greater with a combined project. This project should be
complete by early summer 2019. Additionally this work will not impact access to the existing pavilions and Harborwalk adjacent to this site.

Project: Punta Gorda Charlotte Library

Budget: $821,180

Funding Source: Sales Tax

Description: Design and Construction of a new 24,000 SF library with youth and program space, computer lab, classrooms, and 1,000
SF for archive functions (intake, processing, storage). Library will be constructed on City of Punta Gorda former warehouse site at
Shreve/W. Virginia.
Activity
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Updated: November 2018
STATUS:
 The final Request for Proposals (RFP) for Architectural Services has been submitted to Charlotte County Procurement Department. The RFP was released
on 04/17/ 2015; submittal deadline information and other pertinent timeframes TBD. Responses to Charlotte County's RFP for architectural services have
been received: 4 firms responded: BSSW Architects, Inc. of Ft. Myers; Harvard-Jolly Architecture of Sarasota; HBM Architects of Cleveland, Ohio; and
Sweetsparkman Architects of Sarasota. Interviews and rankings have been scheduled for 06/01/2015. Charlotte County Commission approved selection
committee ranking of Harvard Jolly Architects and authorized County Staff to begin contract negotiations for the design of South County Library and
Historical Archives building.
 The City will be represented on the Contract Committee by the Urban Design Manager - dates and times will be forthcoming. Contract negotiations are
closing; City Staff working w/Legal on deed with reverter clause. Charlotte County is moving forward with a Phase II Environmental Survey of the proposed
site; contract negotiations continue with Harvard-Jolly Architecture firm. With the Phase 2 Environmental inspection complete, no issues were found
Charlotte County Staff is putting together a "Kick-Off" meeting for introductions, identify meeting dates, review project budget, etc. Additionally the group will
be visiting the site to get the overall feel for the space.
 Meeting held on 11/30/2015 to discuss - preliminary project evaluation, alternative approaches to design & construction, feasibility of environmentally
responsible design & construction, and identify spaces to be included in facility, i.e. sizes, relationships, media and occupancy capacities, mechanical and
technological requirements, systems performance criteria, sustainable design and energy performance criteria, and finishes.
 City approved deed 12/16/2015. County staff met with City's Design Studio on 01/29/2015. City/County Staff and architect continue to refine the preliminary
schematic design documents; the second Public Input Session was held 03/17/2016; the next Library Committee meeting is scheduled for 04/04/2016 to
review public comments. Consulting architects continue to refine schematic design document; next design meeting will be mid-May.
 City Staff and Councilmember Cavanaugh met with South County Library Representative on 5/25/2016 to discuss budgeting and funding. Staff met with the
South County Library (Punta Gorda) design team and received updates from the architect, civil engineer and interior designer. Concerns raised by City staff
at the previous meeting in regards to the Shreve Street façade were addressed well by the architects. The design team meets again in July. Further
updates will be provided at that time. A public meeting was held on 08/05/2016 for citizens’ comments on current design plans at the direction of County
Commissions; meeting comments will be presented to Charlotte County Commission at which time Commissioners will give direction to Staff on the "next
step".
 Staff participated in a teleconference with County staff and architect/consultants to review findings from the last community input session. Staff has provided














County with comments and anticipates another working session on 09/02/16. Architects continue to work on design development documents. Timelines are
currently in flux due to the loss of Project Engineer. Harvard Jolly Architects, as principal of project, are putting together review documents for the hiring of
new Engineering firm by County. Architectural firm, Harvard-Jolly, has recommended Schappacher Engineering LLC firm to replace the original engineer of
record, who had an untimely passing. Three of the original engineers have been brought on-board by Schappacher to help ensure continuity. Final design
still on hold pending the outcome of a State grant request. Soil remediation of the site is on-going. City completed the compaction works in building area.
City now working on site completion in parking area. The project design team is preparing for their design revival kickoff meeting on 5/8/17. Given that
chances on receiving the state grant ($500K) appear very favorable, County Commissioners have endorsed moving forward with the enhanced design,
recognizing that postponing the decision only adds to potential increases from inflationary construction costs.
City Council to consider a 50/50 cost sharing agreement with the County for the construction costs related to the enhanced and preferred design upgrades at
its 6/7/17 meeting. The design team has scheduled its organizational meeting. Design team met on 8/4/17 to resume where the design left off in 2016. The
team reviewed design elements of the approved enhanced design, followed up on previous design document comments, discussed additional cost savings
ideas, and reviewed current interior design items.
Anticipate final design documents in early September. The consultant has completed the design development plans and is currently working on the
construction design plans. Tentatively these plans should be ready by late November/December.
Charlotte County has submitted the new Punta Gorda Library plans for the Development Review Committee review. The case is scheduled to be heard
12/15/17.
The architects for the library are fine tuning a small number of items revealed during the Development Review process.
Building permit was approved 2/22/18. Per project website, bidding process complete; Construction planned for April 2018 – July 2019.
The contractor’s guaranteed pricing went before the BOCC on 3/27/18 with construction anticipated in April.
Charlotte County Board of County Commissioners announced the long awaited Groundbreaking of the Punta Gorda Charlotte Library on Tuesday 5/15/18 at
8:30 am (401 Shreve Street).
Building pad foundations & stem walls have been installed. Underground plumbing & electrical conduit are being installed in preparation of pouring the
building slab.
Concrete block walls have been installed. Concrete tie-beam is in progress. Building is being prepared for installation of the roof structure. It is estimated
that construction is at 11% completed.
Installation of structural steel and steel decking for the roof structure is in progress.
Exterior framing and sheathing is complete. Arcade detailing and control joints have started. Interior wall framing is nearly complete and soffit
framing is ongoing. Mechanical, electrical, and plumbing rough-ins are ongoing with ductwork being installed. The archive room spray foam
insulation is complete with installation of rigid insulation in progress.

Project: Wayfinding

Budget: TBD

Funding Source: TBD

Description: Branding & text changes to the existing wayfinding signage
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Updated: November 2018
STATUS:


Staff met with representatives of FDOT to familiarize them with the City’s on-going re-branding efforts. FDOT staff identified the processes
necessary to obtain permitting and engineering approval which will come next.

